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Princely miracle story

The tale of a prince/priest, a 39-year-old widow and
her cure, and its connection to anti-Catholicism

spect in colonial and post-Rev-
alution America, as longasthey
¥ept thelr Catholicism In low
peofile. Tt is argued that they
represented 4n “Americanized”
Catholiciam that would - have
been tolersted benignly, but
I; was a miracle, Or it wasnt.  died when the pugnacbous im-
t all depended on your per-  migrant Church gverwhelmed
spective, Or your prejudices. them,
That's the intriguing topie of All of which is debatable, [
a new book, “Mrs. Mattinglys  think it is a simplisic theory
Mirzcle: The Prince, the Wid-  thar falls 1o account for the
owe, and the Cure that Shocked  strength of the rabid and elit-
Washinglon City” (Yale Uni- st antl-Cathelictem that demi-
versity Press, $300), by Nancy nated American culture and
Lusignan Schaltz, existed well before: the Cathalic
The story centers on the migration.
small &thﬂkﬂgﬂpduinn in Anti-Catholicism is part of
Washingzon, . on March America’s cultural DMNA, ar-
9, 1824. Ann Mattingiy — the  riving hale and hearty with the
widow — was dying of can- pilgrims at Ply . and oo
cer ot ape 39 But In a matier Maryland inberitance could
of moments after struggling to  have changed that The very
receive holy Communion, she  catholicity of the Maryland tra-
was completely cured. dition would have eventuaily
The care was attributed to  made them a ta
the. prayers-of o 3-pear-gld As scencin the response to
-G e PriEst WG Wi Also ™ “Muttingly's mizacle T broghi
prince Aloxander Leapold Ho-  out every bit of lusking, semi-
healobe. He hod begun a min-  pal anti-Catholicism in  the
istry of mirsculous healing that  wider culture. It was derided a3
had canght fire in Europe, Eng-  a clerical, Jesuitical plot to un-
land and Lreland. hﬁlﬁngl}g's dermine Amercan Protestant-
alleged eure brought his story ism, American freedom, and
1o ihe young United States. American separation of church
Schultz is 2 professor of Eng-  and state. 1t was called o medi-
Tigh at Salem State University in  cval throwback to an age where
Massachusents, and 2 historian  an inquisitorial Church held
of 19th-century American Ca-  reason at bay. Xind of how The
thollclsm. She has also written  Mew York Times responcds to all
“Fire and Rosss: The Burning  things Cathellc today.
of the Charlestown Convent, Schultz covers this and more
1834 investigating the causes,  in her book She is wonderfully
persopalities and issues sur- newtrl on the miracle iself.
sounding the destruction of an  She neither endorses the reality
Ursulioe comvent by an angry  of the cure as miracalous, nor
Boston molb. dismisses it Which brought
Which makes Schule my  some beat from today’s eritics.
newest bestest friend. She has Martingly would live anoth-
resuerected important aspects  er 30 years, and claim a second
of Catholic lifie in the history of - mirnculous cure in 1831
the United States for & new gen- The priest who allegedly
eration. cured her remained a contro-
Mattingly was part of the versial figure until his death in
Maryland Catholle tradition, 1849 To this day, debates swirl
descended from the fist Catho-  about whether he was & saint
lic familles in the enly eclony o @ charlatan, Schultz is once
that had openly tolerated Cath-  again neutral,
ofics. These families were, if you 1 lean toward the prince as
will, more genteel and practiced  a generally good man who suf-
a quieter — if certainly devout  fered from the defects of erigi-
— [orm of poblic Catholicism  nal sin.
reminlscent of the falth as lived Asdoweall.
in England sinee the 17th cen-
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